
OUTLINE OF PROPOSED REGULATORY CHANGES TO UNDERGROUND STORAGE TANK SYSTEMS 
 
The following outline sets out the issues in EPA’s proposed changes to UST regulations, the first major overhaul of the regulations 
since 1988.  If finalized, the proposed rule would mandate: secondary containment for new and replaced tanks and piping, UST 
operator training, 30-day UST system walkthrough inspections, under dispenser containment, integrity testing and monitoring for 
interstitial spaces, regularly scheduled testing and inspection of spill and overfill prevention equipment, procedures for determining 
compatibility of UST systems with alternative fuels, and documentation requirements for ownership transfer of UST systems.  
 
Proposed Revisions to Requirements for Owners and Operators of UST Systems 
 
I. Operator Training Requirements 
 
a) Operator Training 
EPA proposes additional operator training requirements. These are the same requirements imposed by the Energy Policy Act of 2005 
and outlined in EPA Guidelines. Since most states have already implemented these requirements, this provision shouldn’t have an 
impact on retailers.    
 
II. Secondary Containment Requirements 
 
a) Tanks 
Require double walled tanks for all new and replaced UST systems.  Since double-walled tanks are the industry standard for new tank 
installations and the Energy Policy Act of 2005 requires double walled tanks for all new installations within 1000 feet of a public drinking 
water supply (underground water supply lines), there is not much to discuss here. 
 
b) Piping 
1.  When 50 percent or more of existing piping is replaced, then secondary containment measures are triggered.  
2.  Elimination of leak detection methods other than interstitial monitoring for pipes with secondary containment (tanks also). 
3.  Requires monitoring of interstitial spaces every 30 days.  
 
c) Under Dispenser Containment 
Owners and operators install under dispenser containment beneath new dispensers.  A dispenser system is considered “new” when 
both the dispenser and the equipment needed to connect it to the UST system are installed at a UST facility.   
 
III. Operation and Maintenance of UST Equipment 
                                 
a)  Walkthrough UST Equipment Inspections 
Owners and operators perform walkthrough inspections of their UST systems every 30-days (40 CFR 280.37). Inspections are required 
for: spill prevention equipment, sumps and dispenser cabinets, monitoring and observation wells, cathodic protection systems, and 
release detection equipment. Also owners and operators make and keep inspection records for one year.        
 
b)  Spill Prevention Equipment Tests 
Owners and operators test spill prevention equipment, catchment basins, spill buckets at installation and every twelve months 
thereafter. 
 
c) Overfill Prevention Equipment Tests 
Owners and operators test proper operation of overfill prevention equipment, including automatic shut-off valves, flow restrictors and 
high level alarms at installation every three years (40 CFR 280.35). 
 
d) Secondary Containment Tests (Interstitial Integrity Testing) 
Owners and operators test new and replaced secondary containment areas that use interstitial monitoring every three years. Interstitial 
areas on tanks, pipes and sumps are included under the proposal.  Interstitial integrity testing be done with liquid, vacuum or pressure 
method developed by a manufacturer of the equipment, a state regulatory agency or an industry code of practice. 
 
IV. Miscellaneous Proposed Requirements 
                 
a) Changes to Overfill Prevention Equipment Requirements 
Owners and operators test proper operation of overfill prevention equipment, including automatic shut-off valves, flow restrictors and 
high level alarms at installation every three years (40 CFR 280.35). 
 
b) Elimination of Ball Float Valves As Overfill Prevention Method 
Elimination of flow restrictors (ball float valves) in vent lines as an overfill prevention option when a UST is installed or overfill equipment 
is replaced (40 CFR 280.20). 
 
c) Interstitial Monitoring Results 
“Clarification” of responsibilities vregarding interstitial monitoring results including alarms to reinforce that a leak into an interstitial space 
is a potential threat that must be investigated and addressed. The presence of water or product in the interstitial space would rise to the 
level of “unusual operating condition” that must be investigated. Integrity testing of interstitial area must be used to confirm a suspected 
release, and reporting will be required for water and product found in interstitial space.           


